[The incidence of facial canal dehiscence in Bell's palsy patients].
In this study, we compared the incidence of facial canal dehiscence in patients with idiopathic peripheral facial paralysis (Bell's palsy) with a healthy population. Forty-five patients who were defined as idiopathic peripheral facial paralysis between May 2011 and June 2012 were enrolled the study. The clinical and demographic characteristics of the patients were noted. Spiral computed tomography (CT) was used for the study with a slice thickness of 1 mm and slice gap of 0.5 mm. Fifty patients having no middle ear pathology who underwent temporal CT due to other reasons were enrolled in the study as control group. The both groups were compared by means of demographic characteristics and the presence of the facial canal dehiscence. The incidence of facial canal dehiscence was 42% in the control group, while the incidence of the facial canal dehiscence in the study group at the paralyzed side was 46.7%. Although the incidence of the facial canal dehiscence in the study group was higher than the control group, the difference between the groups was not statistically significant (p=0.802). When the incidence of bilateral facial canal dehiscence in the study group (22.2%) and the control group (0%) was compared, the difference between the groups was statistically significant (p<0.001). Although the incidence of the facial canal dehiscence in the patients with Bell's palsy was higher than the control group, the difference between the groups was not statistically significant. The incidence of the bilateral facial canal dehiscence of the study group was significantly higher than the healthy population.